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Siberia, the extreme of which is reached as usual in Kamts- 
chatka. The one exception to these rules of variation is 
that P. orientalis of the southern islands of Japan, which 
are almost tropical, is a greyer, whiter bird than P. orientalis 
rosacea of the north island of Japan and the opposite 
coast, which are almost arctic. There can be little doubt 
that P. orientalis was originally isolated and differentiated 
in Japan; but it seems highly probable that the north island 
was subsequently invaded by a‘large colony of P. major 
before diffcrentiation had proceeded far enough to make fertile 
interbreeding impossible. If we regard P. rosacea as the 
result of an ancient cross between the ancestors of P. major 
and P. orientalis, all difficulties as to the peculiarities of its 
coloration will disappear. 


X.—Notices of Recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. Beckham on the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 


[Remarks upon the Plumage of Regulus calendula. By Charles Wick- 
liffe Beckham. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. viii. pp. 625-628. ] 

The author reviews the conflicting statements of various 
writers respecting the asserted presence of the brightly 
coloured crown-patch in females and young autumnal birds. 
He concludes that the female does not have this brightly 
coloured crown, but that some, and perhaps a majority, of 
the young autumnal males exhibit this ornament. 


2. Berlepsch on the Literature of the Trochilide. 


[Kritische Bemerkungen zur Colibri-Literatur. Von Hans von Ber~- 
lepsch. JF estschr. d. Ver. f. Naturkunde zu Cassel, 1886.] 

In this unpretending essay, which must have cost the 
author much time and trouble, will be found an excellent 
account of the whole literature of the Trochilide from their 
first discovery (1535-47) to the present time. The full titles 
of the numerous works referred to are carefully given in 
footnotes. Graf v. Berlepsch considers that 450 well-definable 
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speeics aud some 50 or 60 subspecies of Trochilidee are now 
known. The largest special collection of this group is that 
of John Gould, now in the British Museum (5378 examples) ; 
the two next, probably, those of Salvin and Godman and of 
Mr. D. G. Elliot ; andthe fourth in extent that of the author 
(about 2000 examples of 350 species and 30 subspecies). 


3. IV. Blasius on the Birds of Celebes. 


[Beiträge zur Kenntniss der Vogelfauna von Celebes. II. Von Prof. 
Dr. Wilh. Blasius. Zeitschr. f. d. ges. Ornithologie, 1886, Heft ii.] 


In this memoir Dr. W. Blasius gives a full account of a 
collection formed in Minahassa, Northern Celebes, by Mr. 
Riedel in 1865 and 1867, and presented in 1866 to the Ducal 
Museum in Brunswick, of which he had previously given a 
preliminary notice. The species treated of are 80 in number, 
on which many excellent critical remarks and comparisons 
are given. The only species new to Celebes is Terekia cinerea, 
but it is not quite certain that the specimen of it belongs to 
this collection. Had the series been worked out at the time 
of its arrival in Europe it is obvions that it would at that 
epoch have contained many novelties since described from 
other sources, 


4. Biittikofer on Birds from the Tenimber Islands, 


[On a Collection of Birds from the Tenimber Islands. By J. Büt- 
tikofer. Notes Leyden Mus, viii. p. 58.] 

In 1883 Mr. Riedel, the Resident at Amboina, presented 
to the Leyden Museum a colleetion of 35 birds from the 
Tenimber or Timor-Laut group of islands. Mr. Biittikofer 
refers them to 31 species and gives us some interesting notes 
on them. Srythromyias riedeli is a new species, and Ardea 
picata and Fregata minor are new to the fauna. It seems 
that the White Cockatoo of the Tenimber Islands, which 
Sclater (P. Z. S. 1883, p. 197) referred to Cacatua sanguinea, 
is rather smaller in size, and is exactly the same as the type 
of C. yoffini, Finsch, in the Leyden Musenm. Erythromyias 
riedeli is nicely figured, and E. pyrrhonota of Timor is repre- 
sented as a companion figure. 
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5. Biittikofer on a new Pericrocotus. 

[On a new Species of Pericroeotus from Sumbawa. By J. Biittikofer. 
Notes Leyden Mus. viii. p. 155.] 

The specics is described and figured as P. lansbergii, from 
Sumbawa. It belongs to the section of P. peregrinus and 
P. igneus. 


6. Dubois on Birds collected by Capt. Storms in the Tan- 
ganyka District. l 

[Liste des Oiseaux recueillis par M. le Capitaine Ém. Storms dans la 
région du Lac Tanganyka. (1882-1884.) Par M. Alph. Dubois. Bull. 
Mus. Roy. d’Hist. Nat. de Belgique, iv. (1886).] 

This is a nominal list of 205 species, of which specimens 
are contained in the collection made by Captain Storms. 
Dr. Hartlaub has described the new species (v. inf. p. 109). 


7. Ferrari-Perez on Mexican Birds. 


[Catalogue of Animals collected by the Geographical and Exploring 
Commission of the Republic of Mexico. By Fernando Ferrari-Perez. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus, 1886, p. 125. ] 

It will be news to most of our readers that the Mexican 
Government has appointed a Geographical and Exploring 
Commission. Such, however, seems to have been the case 
as long ago as 1877, when a Commission was constituted, 
consisting of a Director (Mr. Agustin Dias, C.E.) and four 
engineers as assistants. The original object of this body was 
to prepare a general map of the Republic; but astronomical, 
geodetic, and topographical branches were subsequently 
added, and for tlis purpose the strength of the Commission 
was increased to fifty members. Finally, a natural history 
division, of which the first object was to investigate the 
geology of the country, was appended. The first collections 
of natural history formed by the natural history division 
were shipped to New York in 1884, in order to have the 
objects determined and exhibited in the Exposition at New 
Orleans. These first collections were lost in transit by the 
burning of the vessel in which they were placed. Much to 


106 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


the credit of the Commission, however, this unfortunate 
accident was not allowed to interfere with the scheme, and 
other collections were formed during the winter of 1884-85, 
and sent to New Orleans in time to take their place in the 
Exhibition of 1885. Since then these collections have been 
transmitted to Washington to be determined by comparison 
with the specimens in the U.S. National Museum, and the 
report upon them is now published. The birds enumerated 
in the present list by Mr. Ferrari-Perez are 241 in number, 
chiefly from the States of Puebla, Tlaxcala, and Vera Cruz. 
The supposed novelties have been already described by 
Mr. Ridgway in ‘The Auk’ for 1886 (Amphispiza ferrari- 
perezi, Pipilo submaculatus, P. complexus, Anas diazi, and 
Philortyx personatus). Buat see Mr. Salvin’s views (infra, 
p. 108) as to the three Fringillidæ. Mr. Ridgway now 
further characterizes the Micrathene of Socorro as distinct, 
under the name M. graysoni. The occurrence of Micrathene 
whitneyi and Anthus spraguii so far south as the State of 
Puebla is now first recorded. 


8. Fischer and Pelzeln on the Birds of Jan Mayen. 


[Vögel und Säugethiere von Jan Mayen, gesammelt von Dr. F. Fischer, 
bearbeitet von Dr. F. Fischer und August von Pelzeln. Die Internat. 
Polarforschung 1882-83. Die Oesterreichische Polarstation Jan Mayen. 
Bd. iii. 1886.] 

Those who have not the geography of the Arctic regions at 
their fingers’ ends may like to be reminded that Jan Mayen 
is a long narrow island of voleanic formation, situated near 
the edge of the ice-pack which fringes the east coast of 
Greenland, rather more than a third of the way between the 
north-east of Iceland and the south of Spitsbergen, It is 
often sighted and sometimes visited by the Dundee and 
Peterhcad whalers and sealers, as well as by yachting ex- 
plorers ; but the first description of its avifauna was published 
by Herr Mohn, in his account of the Norwegian Arctic 
Expedition (Christiania, 1882), in which a brief list of only 
seven species was given. The Austrian expedition passed 
a year on this desolate island, exploring the interior as well 
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as the coast, and the result is that Dr. Fischer has given us 
a catalogue of no less than 46 species, many of them of great 
interest, owing to this extension in their previously known 
range. Such, for instance, are Erithacus rubecula, Turdus 
pilaris, T. musicus, T. merula, Anthus aquaticus*, and A. ar- 
boreus, none of which have hitherto, we believe, been found 
in Greenland or Iceland, and certainly not in Spitsbergen. 
The Great Northern Diver is said to breed on Jan Mayen, in 
which there are two large freshwater lagoons; but it would 
be interesting to know whether the bird obtained was the true 
Colymbus glacialis, or the presumably circumpolar C. adamsi. 
The remarks on the variation in the dimensions of Briinnich’s 
Guillemot would carry more weight if the plate given in 
illustration did not seem to indicate that one of the supposed 
Guillemots was really a young Razorbill! No very rare 
waders or sea-birds appear to breed on Jan Mayen, and even 
Pagophila eburnea and Xema sabinit are only known as 
visitors. On the whole this is a paper of unusual interest. 


9. Godman and Salvin’s ‘ Biologia Centrali- Americana,’ 


[Biologia Centrali-Americana; or, Contributions to the Knowledge of 
the Fanna and Flora of Mexico and Central America. Edited by F. 
DuCane Godman and Osbert Salvin. (Zoology.) Parts XXXV.-LI. 4to. 
London: 1885-86, Published for the Editors by R. H. Porter, 
10 Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W.] 


Considerable progress has been made with this important 
work since we gave our last notice of it (Ibis, 1885, p. 227), 
seventeen more Parts having been issued. Of these the 
sheets and plates relating to the Birds are contained 
in numbers xliii., xlvi., xlviii., l, and li. The letterpress 
(pp. 8345-416) continues the history of the numerous Frin- 
gillide of Central America down to Spiza, a term which has 
lately been revived to supersede Fuspiza. 

Hemophila lawrencit is a new name for H. ruficauda, Lawr., 


* (We do not think that the author’s Anthus aquaticus is the Water 
Pipit, A. spipoletta, Linn., nor can we determine from the description and 
references whether the species obtained was A. obscurus or A. ludovici- 
anus ; the latter has occurred in Greenland.—EDp. | 
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of the Tehuantepce district. Mr. Salvin refers the recently 
described Amphispiza ferrari-perezi, Ridgway, to Hemophila 
humeralis, and the same author’s Pipileo complexus to P. 
macronyx, and his P. submaculatus to P. maculatus. The 
following species are figured :—Cyanospiza rosite, Junco 
alticola, Zonotrichia vulcani, Haplospiza uniformis, Zonotri- 
chia quinguestriata, Spizella pinetorum, Peucea notosticta, 
Ammodromus petenicus, Hemophila humeralis, H. rufescens, 
H. superciliosa, and H. ruficauda. 


10. Gould’s ‘ Birds of New Guinea? 


[The Birds of New Guinea and the adjacent Papuan Islands, including 
any new Species that may be discovered in Australia. By [the late] 
John Goud, F.R.S. &e. Parts XXL, XXII. Folio. London: 1886.] 


The two Parts of the ‘ Birds of New Guinea’ published in 
1886 contain figures of the following species :— 


PRENANT 


Erythrotriorchis doriæ. Xanthotis chrysotis. 

Drepanornis bruijnii. Rhipidura rubrofrontata, 

Eos fuscata. Pachycephala collaris. 

Ægotheles wallacii. Calornis feadensis. 

Meliarchus sclateri. Dicæum pectorale. 

Stigmatops kebirensis. Pseudogerygone notata. 
squamata. 


PARTANT 


Astur melanochlamys. Melanopyrrhus orientalis. 
Ninox dimorpha. Amblyornis subalaris. 
Psittacella madaraszi. Melirrhophetes batesi. 

Ceyx gentiana. Megapodius brenchleyi. 
Edoliisoma poliopse. Pseudogerygone chrysogastra. 


Rhipidura hyperythra. 
Melanopyrrhus anais. 


cinereiceps. 


Melirrhophetes batesi and Pseudogerygone cinereiceps are 
recent discoveries of Mr. H. O. Forbes in the Sogeri district 
of New Guinea *. 


* Cf. Sharpe on “ Mr. Forbes’s expedition to New Guinea,” in ‘ Nature,’ 
xxxiv. p. 346 (Aug. 12, 1886), where some account is given of Mr. Forbes’s 
collections. 
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We are informed that the publishers have determined to 
bring this great work to a termination after a few more 
numbers. This is much to be regretted, as only about 325 
species will have been figured ont of an avifauna known 
already to contain at least 1000 species. 


ll. Hartlaub on new African Birds. 

[Description de trois nouvelles espèces d’Oiseaux rapportées des environs 
du Lac Tanganyka (Afrique Centrale) par le Capitaine Em. Storms. Par 
le Dr, G. Hartlaub, de Bréme. Bull. Mus. Roy. d’Hist. Nat. de Belgique, 
vol. iv., 1886.] 

The new species are named Turdus stormsi, Ploceus duboisi, 
and Lagonosticta nitidula. All three are figured. Dr. Hart- 
lanb adds a note on a specimen of Monticola brevipes. 


12. Huet on Additions to the Jardin des Plantes. 


[Note sur les naissances, dons et acquisitions de la Ménagerie du Muséum 
a’ Histoire Naturelle pendant les mois de Mai, Juin, Juillet et Août 1885, 
et de Janvier, Février, Mars et Avril 1886. Par M. Iluet. Bull. Soc. 
Nat. d’Acclim. France, 1886. ] 

M. Huet states that in 1885 hybrids were produced be- 
tween a male Phasianus reevesi and a female Ph. torquatus, 
and that in 1886 the said hybrids bred inter se. The Silver 
Pheasant and a Kuplocamus, apparently E. leucomelanus, have 
also interbred; and so have a Euplocamus and a Jungle-cock. 
Some intcresting notes upon a Lyre-bird (Menura superba) 
are also given; but the other arrivals call for no particular 
remarks. 


13. Littleboy on the Birds of Hertfordshire. 


[Notes on Birds observed in Hertfordshire duringgthe Year 1885. By 
John E. Littleboy. Trans. Hertf. Nat. Hist. Soc. vol. iv. p. 53.] 

Mr. Littleboy, an active local ornithologist, read his 
annual report for 1885, at Watford, in April last. No 
species new to the lists are known to have occurred in Herts 
in that year, but some additions are recorded from examples 
preserved in the collection of Mr. A. Holland Hibbert of 


110 Recently published Ornithological IVorks. 


Munden House, and elsewhere. These raise the number of 
species belonging to the Hertfordshire avifauna to 179. 


14. Meyer on some Birds from New Guinea. 


[Notiz über Lophorina minor (Rams.) und Euthyrhyncha fulvigula, 
Schl. Von A. B. Meyer. Zeitschr. f. d. ges. Ornithologie, 1886, p. 180.] 

Dr. Meyer shows that the expanded neck-collar of Lopho- 
rina minor, Ramsay, has quite a different form from that of 
L. superba. Ue also describes the differences between the 
specimens of Euthyrhyncha fulvigula recently obtained by 
Hunstein in the Horseshoe Mountains of S.E. New Guinea 
and a typical example of the same bird from the Arfak 
Mountains in the north-west of that island. 


15. Milne-Edwards and Grandidier’s ‘ Madagascar? 


[Histoire Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar. Publiée 
par Alfred Grandidier. Vol. XII. Histoire Naturelle des Oiseaux. Par 
MM. Alph., Milne-Edwards et Alf. Grandidier. Tome I., Texte, i. 2° partie. 
Vol. XIV. Tome IM., Atlas, ii, 2° partie. Vol. XV. Tome IV. 
Atlas, iii, 4to. Paris: 1831-85. Imprimerie Nationale. } 

The ornithological portion of the great work on Mada- 
gascar, of which we have already spoken (Ibis, 1878, p. 180, 
and 1880, p. 136), is now complete. It consists of one volume 
of text (770 pp.) and three of plates (upwards of 300), many 
of the latter being devoted to osteology, anatomy, points of 
structure, and oology. The figures of the whole birds are 
drawn by Keulemans and nicely coloured. 

As summarized by our authors, the avifauna of Mada- 
gascar contains 288 species. Of these there are 89 of more 
or less extended distribution, leaving 149 as the characteristic 
forms of Madagascar. Of these 149, 4 have a considerable 
range, 9 are of African origin, 7 Asiatic or Oceanic, and no 
less than 129 are absolutely restricted to the island. But the 
extraordinary point is, that of the genera to which these 129 
species are referred, 35 are generic types unknown elsewhere. 
Thus we have an island with more than half the known 
specics of its avifauna peculiar to it, and a large proportion 
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of its genera, a fact unparallelled elsewhere on the earth’s 
surface. 

We offer our best congratulations to the authors for having 
brought this important and profusely illustrated work to a 
successful conclusion. A few novelties may still be picked 
up in Madagascar, but M. Grandidier’s care and energy will 
render it very difficult to add much more to the list of species 
of this singular avifauna. 


16. Nathusius on the Position of the Egg in the Oviduct. 


[Besteht eine ausnahmslose Regel über die Lage der Pole des Vogel- 
eies im Uterus im Verhiltniss zur Cloakenmiindung? Von W. v. 
Nathusius. Zool. Anz. 1885, p. 415.—Ueber die Lage des Vogeleies im 
Uterus. Von W. v. Nathusius. did. p. 713.] 

Is there an invariable rule as to whether the large or small 
end of the egg is in front in the bird’s oviduct before extru- 
sion? It would have been supposed that such a simple 
matter of fact would be easily ascertained. Dr. Taschenberg 
has asserted that the big end always comes out first. Herr 
v. Nathusius was at first of opinion that there is no definite 
rule on the subject; but in his second note he admits that 
the experiments of Dr. Ernst, of Caracas, have shown that 
the big end is commonly in front. 


17. Nathusius on the Egg of Struthiolithus. 


[Ueber das fossile Ei von Struthiolithus chersonensis, Brandt. Von W. v. 
Nathusius. Zool. Anz. 1886, p. 47. ] 

Herr v. Nathusius has examined the microscopical structure 
of the fossilegg described by Brandt in 1872 as Struthiolithus 
chersonensis *. His verdict is, that Struthiolithus was cer- 
tainly a Struthionine bird and, so far as its egg is concerned, 
not generically separable from Struthio. On-the other hand, 
Apteryz, as judged by its egg, has no relationship to the 
Struthiones. 


* Found in 1857 in an old river-bed (a so-called balka) near Malinowka 
in the Government of Cherson. It measured about 18 centim. in length 
and 15 in diameter, and is therefore considerably larger than any Ostrich’s 
egg (Cf. Brandt, Mél. Biol. Ac. Sc. St. Pét. t. v. no. 5). 
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18. Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Socicty’s Trans- 
actions. 

[Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Society’s Transactions, vol. iv. pt. ii. 
Norwich: 1886. ] 

This Part, recently issued, is peculiarly rich in papers 
bearing upon ornithology. The interesting Address by the 
late President, Major H. W. Feilden, with its skilful treat- 
ment of the distribution of Arctie species, is followed by 
« An Account of the Nesting of the Crossbill in Suffolk,” by 
Mr. F. Norgate; “A Visit to a Colony of various species of 
Herons on the Danube,” by Mr. J. Young ; “ Remarks on a 
female Redstart assuming the plumage of the male,” by 
Mr. J. H. Gurney, jun.; “ Ornithological Notes at Cley,” 
by Messrs. G. E. and F. D. Power; ‘‘ A Visit to the Isles of 
Scilly during the Nesting Season,” by Mr. E. Bidwell; “ The 
Habits and Plumage of the Manx Shearwater, as observed 
on the Island of Eigg, in the Inner Hebrides,” by Rev. H. A. 
Macpherson; “Notes on the Fulmar Petrel in Confinement,” 
by Mr. G. Smith ; and “ Notes ona Female Noney-Buzzard,” 
by Mr. J. H. Gurney. Last, and most important, is Section 
I. of “The List of Norfolk Birds,” by Messrs. J. H. Gurney, 
jun., and T. Southwell, in which 145 species are noticed, 
commencing with the Accipitres and ending with the Galline, 
the arrangement followed being that of the fourth edition of 
Yarrell. This forms a valuable supplement to the portions of 
Stevenson’s ‘ Birds of Norfolk,’ which were published sixtcen 
years ago. 


19. Oustalet on a new Tetraophasis. 


[Description de quelques Oiseaux nouveaux de la Chine et du Thibet. 
Par M. E. Oustalet. Le Naturaliste ,1886, ] 

Notwithstanding the title, only one species is actually 
described as new, although allusions are made to rare and 
interesting birds, such as Sibiu desgodinsi, described by 
M. Oustalet in 1877, and others, sent from Yer-ka-lo, on 
the Mé-kong, by the Abbé Desgodins. In the new speeies, 
Tetraophasis desyodinsi, the plumage of the male differs from 
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that of T. obscurus in having the rump and upper tail-coverts 
greyer, the throat is clear yellow and not chestnut as in the 
latter, and the feathers of the flanks are of a rich red-brown 
with tawny margins. 


20. Oustalet on Birds from Somali-land. 


[Catalogue des Oiseaux rapportés par M. G. Révoil de son deuxiéme 
voyage aux Pays des Comalis (Afrique Orientale). Par M. E. Oustalet. 
Bibl. de l'École de Hautes Etudes, Sect. d. Sc. Nat. xxxi. no. 10 
(1886). ] 


M. Oustalet gives an account of the collection of birds 
made in Somali-land by M. Georges Révoil during his second 
expedition to that country in 1884. It contains examples of 
73 species, besides others of wide distribution. A remarkable 
discovery is that of a new species of the genus Machirhamphus 
(M. revoili), intermediate in some respects between M. alcinus 
and M. anderssoni. Pyrrhulauda signata (allied to P. verti- 
calis) is also described as probably new. 


21. Pelzeln and Kohl on Birds from Ceylon. 


[Ueber eine Sendung von Säugethieren und Vögeln aus Ceylon. Vou 
August v. Pelzeln und Franz Fr. Kohl. Verhandl. k. k. zool.-bot. 
Gesellsch. Wien, 1885, p. 525.] 


The collection, sent to the Imperial Museum of Vienna 
by Herr G. Hütterolt, of Trieste, contained examples of 
39 species of birds. A few observations and field-notes are 
added to the list of names. 


22. Ridgway on Venezuelan Birds. 


[Descriptions of some new Species of Birds, supposed to be from the 
interior of Venezuela. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, 
p. 92.] 


The specimens here described are of somewhat novel origin. 
They are skins formerly attached to a bead-belt, supposed to 
have come from some portion of the Upper Orinoco region. 
Two species are described as new, Pyroderus masoni and 
Aulacorhamphus dimidiatus. Examples of a third species are 

SER. V.—VOL. V. I 
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referred, somewhat doubtfully, to the Mexican Myiopsitta 
lineola (Cassin). But we may remind Mr. Ridgway that if 
the Venezuelan bird is distinct, it has already been provided 
with a name by Souancé (Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 1856, p. 144), 
based upon specimens from Caracas. 


23. Ridgway on Œ@strelata sandwichensis. 


[On Æstrelata [sic] sandwichensis, Ridgw. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. 
U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 95.] 


Mr. Ridgway has now been able to compare the Petrel 
from the Sandwich Islands, which in the ‘ Water-birds of 
North America’ (vol. ii. p. 895) he referred with much 
doubt to Œ. hesitata, with an undoubted specimen of the 
latter species. He finds them very different, and points 
ont the characters which confirm Œ. sandwichensis as dis- 
tinct. It is possible, however, that the Sandwich-Island bird 
may be the same as Œ. pheopygia of Salvin, from the 
Galapagos. 


24. Ridgway on Buteo latissimus. 


[Description of a melanistic specimen of Buteo latissimus, By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc, U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 248.] 


The description is taken from a female specimen recently 
acquired by the National Museum from Iowa. It “ presents 
an exceedingly close general resemblance to the browner 
examples of Buteo fuliginosus, Scl., which is said to be the 
melanistic phase of B. brachyurus.” 


25. Shufeldt on the Osteology of Conurus. 


[Osteology of Conwrus carolinensis, By R. W. Shufeldt. Journ. Anat, 
& Phys. xx. p. 407, pls. x., xi.] 


This is one of Dr. Shufeldt’s osteological monographs, 
executed with his customary exactitude, and illustrated by 


two beautifully drawn plates. At the conclusion a useful 
‘synopsis of the skeletal characters” is given. 
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26. Smart on British Birds. 


[Birds on the British List: their Title to Enrolment considered, espe- 
cially with reference to the British Ornithological [sie] Union's List of 
British Birds: with a few remarks upon ‘ Evolution,’ and notes upon 
the rarer Eggs. By the Rev. Gregory Smart, M.A. 8vo. London and 
Preston: 1886.] 

Unless this book had been sent to us for notice, we 
should gladly have ignored a work in which a long series 
of blunders commences on the very titlepage. Besides 
being steeped in silliness, it is often so incoherent and un- 
intelligible in style, that it is inconceivable how any one of 
ordinary education could have written it. But gross inaccu- 
racies in pretended quotations from authors whose names are 
given, and whose exact words are supposed to be indicated by 
inverted commas, are so mischievous that we cannot con- 
scientiously leave them unexposed. Take a few refutations of 
Mr. Smart’s misstatements. Messrs. Sterland and Whitaker 
do not say, in their ‘ Birds of Northamptonshire,’ that Buteo 
borealis was submitted to Mr. Gould in the flesh; and Mr. 
Seebohm will hardly recognize the version given of his 
remarks on p. 10. Mr. J. H. Gurney never wrote the 
incoherent nonsense respecting the African Buzzard attri- 
buted to him between quotation-marks (p. 11); and Mr. 
Seebohm’s meaning with regard to the American Hawk Owl 
is quite perverted by misquotation (p. 14). The Blue Rock 
Thrush was not “shot at Westmeath on Nov. 17th, 1866, 
by Mr. B. Knox,” nor by any one else, seeing that it was 
brought from Cannes, in France; and Professor Newton did 
not “admit the occurrence ” : he recorded the assertion of 
the occurrence, which is a very different matter. Respecting 
the reported capture of the Red-eyed Vireo in Derbyshire, 
Mr. Smart says, “ the only question seems to be whether the 
genuine occurrence is authentic. And upon this Professor 
Newton throws no shadow of distrust,’ the italics being 
the author’s. Naturally, the cautious Professor did not 
commit himself to anything beyond the bare record of the 
existence of such a statement; but in this and similar cases 
we may remember Lord Burleigh’s nod. Yet even Professor 

12 
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Newton did not count upon being interpreted by one gifted 
with the power of divining intentions possessed by Mr. Smart, 
who remarks, on the Rustic Bunting in ‘ Yarrell’s British 
Birds,’ that “the article concludes with a very significant 
vignette of a young person playing with a bird which has 
been let out of a cage”: the italics again being the anthor’s. 
Respecting the [wrongly] recorded Demoiselle Crane in 
Somersctshire, Saunders is made to say “ that it had pro- 
bably escaped from confinement ;” but there is not one 
syllable of the kind in ‘Yarrell’ (vol. i. p. 192), and Mr. 
Smart’s statement is a pure fabrication. Again (p. 68) it 
is asserted that Saunders says “the eggs [of the Noddy 
Tern] are more calcareous than, and indistinguishable [szc] 
from eges of the Sooty Tern ;”’ but reference to ‘ Yarrell,’ 
vol. ili. p. 564, shows that the very reverse is the case, the 
words being ‘the shell [of the egg of the Sooty Tern] is 
smooth, in which respect it differs strikingly from the egg of 
the Noddy, in which the shell is of a rough calcareous 
nature.’ As regards the American Laughing Gull, Mr. 
Seebohm does not “ point out that the specimen stated in the 
B.O. U. List to be in the British Museum is ‘Ridibundus’ ;” 
on the contrary, as shown by Saunders, he says that it is a 
nearly adult specimen of the American L. atricilla—the point 
being that it is not the identical bird said to have been obtained 
by Montagu at Winchelsea, and which was merely a Larus 
ridibundus. More might be said, but we think the above 
will suffice. 

Children are sometimes encouraged to make collections of 
foreign postage stamps under the impression that they may 
thercby acquire a knowledge of geography, and we hope that 
the acquisition of egg-shells may in time exercise a similar 
beneficial effect upon Mr. Smart. He may possibly learn 
that “ Ungarn” is merely German for a country known in 
English as Hungary ; that “Ost Finmarken” is East Fin- 
mark; and that “Los Angelos Cala” [sic] means Los 
Angeles, California. “Torn Lapland” seems to indicate an 
aggression by some northern power, but we do not venture 
upon politics. 
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27. Stejneger on Japanese Birds. 


[Review of Japanese Birds. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. 
Mus. 1886, p. 99. I. The Woodpeckers. ] 


We are much pleased that Mr. Stejneger has taken up the 
subject of Japanese Ornithology, and intends to write a 
“comprehensive and reliable guide” thereto, with “ ample 
descriptions of all the known forms, from original Japanese 
specimens.” Such a work is much wanted at the present 
moment, and Captain Blakiston having given his unrivalled 
collection of Japanese birds to the U.S. National Museum, 
together with his MS. notes and catalogues relating to the 
same subject, there can be no question that excellent mate- 
rial is available for the purpose. Nor is there any doubt 
that Dr. Stejneger, with his cecurate knowledge of the birds 
of both the Palearctic and Nearctic Regions, is a proper man 
to undertake the task. Captain Blakiston’s collection is 
chiefly from the northern island of Yesso, but a fine series 
from the central part of Hondo has been transmitted to the 
U.S. National Museum by Mr. P. L. Jouy, which serves to 
confirm the fact, already pointed out by Captain Blakiston, 
that the former island belongs rather to the Siberian division 
of the Palearctic Region, while Hondo and the two smaller 
southern islands belong to China. As, however, much more 
of Japan remains to be explored before the exact distribution 
of the local forms can be adequately worked out, Dr. Stej- 
neger proposes to commence his labours with a set of preli- 
minary papers, which he hopes may induce his brother 
ornithologists to supply further materials and information. 
In the present essay an account is given of the Japanese 
Picidæ ; of these one species of Wryneck and twelve Wood- 
peckers are recognized. Of the latter, two are named as new 
species, Dryobates subcirris, from Northern Hondo and Yesso, 
and D. namiyei, from the south-western portion of the same 
island, and one as a new subspecies, Picus canus yessoensis, 
from Yesso. 
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28. Stejneger on the British Marsh Tit. 

[The British Marsh Tit. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U. S. Nat. 
Mus. 1886, p. 200. | 

Dr. Stejneger maintains that the British Marsh Tit is 
quite as distinct from the true P. palustris of Northern 
Europe as the so-ealled Parus britannicus is from P. ater, 
and proposes to make it a new subspecies, Parus palustris 
dresseri. Itis “much darker” in colour: “ the brown of 
the back more olive; the rump elearer and lighter buffish 
brown; flanks much browner; tail shorter.” Similarly he 
would call the Cole Tit of Great Britain Parus ater britan- 
nicus, i 


29. Taczanowski’s ‘ Ornithologie du Pérou? 

[Ornithologie du Pérou, par Ladislas Taczanowski. Tables. &vo. 
Rennes: 1886. Pp. 218.] 

M. Taezanowski’s “ Tables” greatly add to the value of 
his ‘ Ornithologie du Pérou? The volume contains, first a 
set of keys for the determination of the various genera and 
species, and secondly an alphabetical index to the three 
former volumes. We congratulate M. Taezanowski on the 
final completion of a laborious and most useful work. 


30. Vorderman on the Birds of Western Java. 


[Bijdrage tot de Kennis van de Avifauna der Preanger Regentschappen 
Langs de Wijnkoopersbaai (West-Java). Door A. G. Vorderman. 
Natuurk. Tijdschr. v. Nederl. Indië, Dl. xlvi. Afi. 1.] 

In June 1885, Mr. Vorderman paid a visit to the distriets 
of Pelaboean and Djamperry Koelon, on the west coast of 
Java. After a short preliminary dissertation, in whieh 
Rubigula dispar, Ividia squamata, Brachypodius melano- 
cephalus, and Philentoma velatum are mentioned as character- 
istie forms of this distriet, a list is given of the 86 speeies 
met with. Many remarks and observations are added. 


31. Fells on the Birds of Grenada. 


[A List of the Birds of Grenada, West Indies. By John Grant Wells. 
8vo. Grenada, W.I.: 1886.] 


Mr. Wells has made 39 additions to the 54 species of birds 
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met with by Mr. F. Ober in Grenada, and gives a nominal list 
of the whole of them. Specimens of most of those obtained 
by Mr. Wells have been sent to the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, and have been determined by Mr. Lawrence. 


XI.— Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 
Editors of ‘ The Ibis :’— 


Sirs,—I beg leave to send you a short note on the proper 
generic name for the Nightingales. 

The following generic names have been proposed for these 
birds :— 

Luscinia, Brehm, Isis, 1828, p. 1280. 

Daulias, Boie, Isis, 1831, p. 542. 

Philomela, Selby, Brit. Orn. i. p. 206 (1833). 

Lusciola, Keys. & Blas. Wirbelth. Eur. p. Iviii (1840). 

Although Luscinia has the priority, still, even in one of 
the most recent works (‘A List of British Birds, compiled by a 
Committee of the British Ornithologists’ Union,’ p. 11), the 
genus Daulias, Boie, has been used for the Nightingales, but, 
according to my view, not quite correctly. Both Luscinia, 
Brehm, and Daulias, Boie, were published by their authors 
without characters; but while Luscinia has been accepted 
and characterized by G. R. Gray, in the ‘ Genera of Birds,’ 
i. p. 178, since 1818, and accepted also by Cabanis (Mus. 
Hein. i. p. 1) and others, Daulias was revived much later by 
Dr. Sclater (‘ Revised List of the Vertebrate Animals in the 
Gardens of the Zoological Society, p. 126), in 1872, and first 
characterized nearly at the same time, or very shortly after- 
wards, by Prof. Newton (‘ Yarrell’s British Birds,’ i. p. 312)*. 
From all this it is quite evident that Luscinia, Brehm, 

* Strickland, in 1841 (Ann. & Mag. N. H. vi. p. 422), thinking that 


Luscinia had been first used generically by Bonaparte in 1838, wrote 
that it “should give way to Philomela, Selby, 1838, unless Dauhas, 


